
The Conference took place at the Belarusian Research Institute for 

Documentation Science and Archival Affairs (onward the BelRIDSAA). In the 

Conference participated 43 delegates, among them were scientists-theorist on 

archival affairs and records keeping as well as practitioners. Ukrainian delegation 

was represented by nine reports and speeches, three of them were presented by the 

authors personally (O. Garanin, Yu. Kovtaniuk, L. Tupchienko-Kadirova). 

A welcoming speech to the participants announced The First Deputy Director 

of the Department of Archives and Records Management of the Ministry of Justice of 

Belarus O. Biryukova, Director of the Belarusian Research Institute for 

Documentation Science and Archival Affairs А. Rybakov, Dean on the Faculty of 

History at Belarusian State University S. Khodin. Associate Professor of Belarusian 

State University М. Shumeiko read the greeting to the delegates of the Conference. 

А. Rybakov started the plenary session of the Conference and presented his 

speech on «Scientific-methodical activity of the Belarusian Research Institute for 

Documentation Science and Archival Affairs in 2013–2015». He characterized main 

research areas of the BelRIDSAA and underlined that during the indicated period the 

BelRIDSAA worked on development of national standards, methodological support 

for publication of historical documents, history of archives and archival affairs, 

operative documents preservation, acquisition and storage of documents for the 

Archival Holdings of the Republic of Belarus as well as source studies. As a result, a 

large number of practice-oriented developments of the BelRIDSAA enabled the 

Institute to create qualitative methodological support for the branch in accordance 

with modern requirements. 

In the report «Creating new forms of archival sources in the information 

society», Director of the Ukrainian Research Institute of Archival Affairs Records 

Keeping (onward the URIAARK) О. Garanin marked that active development of 

information communications technologies has led to the emergence of completely 

new types of potential sources for future historical research such as websites, online 

exhibitions, SMS-messages, accounts in social networks, etc. The speaker 

emphasised that scientists are to theoretically understand this type of sources and 



define its place in the established classification system, and archivists-practitioners 

are to solve the complicated issue of appraisal of these sources, their selection and 

transfer to permanent storage to archives. 

In the report «The strategy of gradual transition to electronic records flow», 

Director of the Belarusian Research Centre for Electronic Documentation 

V. Nosevich described three stages of transition for state bodies and other state 

organizations to electronic records flow that discourages the use of paper when 

creating documents. In the first phase, the implementation of which is at present, 

takes place a transition to paperless documentation and information exchange for 

documents with regulatory established shelf life to 10 years. The second phase is to 

extend the possibility of creating the electronic documents of paperless originals on 

temporary storage documents (over 10 years), and the final stage – the documents of 

permanent storage. 

After the plenary session, the conference work continued in two sections. 

In the Section No 1 listened to reports on archival studies, archival source 

studies, archival heuristics, archeography, and prosopography. The interest of the 

participants and following discussion caused the report by M. Shumeiko «Genesis 

and development of Belarusian segment “prosopographic direction”», which stressed 

the necessity and urgency of biographical researches, introduction of anthropological 

approach to the methodology of studying the history of archival affairs. 

The report by T. Buyevych «Collections of documents in the archives of “The 

State Archives of Vitebsk Region”: the history of creation, new comings, and 

acquisition prospects» caused the dispute. The speaker by historical discourse raised 

the need to develop specific methodological recommendations for archivists to 

facilitate the work with archival documents on their receipt in the archives or in 

collections. The reporter claimed that the issue of documents classification for their 

further archiving as a part of a fond or a collection is still relevant. Deputy Director of 

the BelRIDSAA S. Zhumar and Director of the Belarusian State Archives-Museum 

of Literature and Arts, the Head of the Belarusian Society of Archivists G. Zapartyko 

joined the discussion. 



During the Conference, Director of the URIAARK О. Garanin addressed the 

greetings from the Head of the Archivists Society of Ukraine Prof. М. Shcherbak to 

the Head of the Belarusian Society of Archivists G. Zapartyko due to the 25th 

anniversary of the Belarusian Society of Archivists. The parties agreed on the need 

for cooperation and signing in 2016 cooperation agreement between archivists’ 

societies of Ukraine and Belarus. 

In the section No 2 heard reports on documents studies. In focus were 

theoretical problems of electronic records flow, methodological and practical issues 

of records management, electronic archives issues. The interest aroused fundamental 

report of Director of the Central State Electronic Archives of Ukraine Yu. Kovtaniuk 

who considered the ways to solve the problem of transmission of electronic 

documents for archiving. The reporter elaborated on analysing the structure of an 

electronic document, as a part of metadata to be transmitted to an archive with the 

document, etc. The report stated that Ukrainian archivists and documentation 

managers consider container transfer method of electronic documents for archiving in 

accordance with the international standard ISO / IEC 21320-1: 2015 «Information 

technologies: File container for documents. Part 1. Basic» to be the most optimal. 

On the second day of the conference, the representatives of the Ukrainian 

delegation visited the BelRIDSAA to learn about its work. 

Representatives of Ukrainian archivists with management and administration 

of the BelRIDSAA and leading specialists of the centre exchanged their views on 

common issues of guaranteed preservation of the national documentary heritage. The 

sides agreed on active cooperate. 

At the invitation of the Dean of the Faculty of History of Belarusian State 

University S. Khodin on December 3, 2015 O. Garanin and Yu. Kovtaniuk kept the 

lectures for the students of Belarusian State University on «Structure of archival 

institutions in Ukraine, their objectives and functions» and «The essence of electronic 

records keeping as scientific direction». 

During the conference, took place the signing of bilateral cooperation 

agreements between the Ukrainian Research Institute of Archival Affairs and 



Records Keeping and the Belarusian Research Institute for Documentation Science 

and Archival Affairs, the Central State Electronic Archives of Ukraine and the 

Belarusian Research Centre for Electronic Documentation. 


